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Groups only « good or bad »:

The spectator discovers the conflicting
situation at the same time as Ashitaka
because the spectator is in some sort
Ashitaka. He is neutral and has no
backstory with any of these opposite
clans, enabling him to discuss with
both. The situation is difficult as they
don't communicate due to their nature.
It shows how we must always stay back
from the conflict to see the solutions
that can exist, and Ashitaka succeeds
at doing it, as it makes at the end both
clans change their minds.

In reality, both clans try to do what is
« good » for them: Lady Eboshi helps
women and lepers, and San helps the
spirits protecting their home. But there
are consequence that go further than
what they think: the madness of the
boar attacking Ashitaka’s village come
from the gun shot from Lady Eboshi.
The clans act with their own interest
without thinking of the consequences,
and Ashitaka is here to tell the truth
and witness their actions.

The nature in this movie is very
powerful and beautiful. It is
differenced from the brown Irontown
using pastel colors. Depicted with the
help of spirits and personified animals,
the movie shows how it has the right of
death and life on beings. They can
express sadness, fear and anger...
Nature always wins,
because it's pacifist:
we see this in the
scene when Lady
Eboshi tries to shoot
at the Great Spirit of the Forest: her
shotgun covers itself in vegetation,
preventing her from shooting.

The ultimate goal of Ashitaka in the
movie is the search of a weak balance
hard to maintain. It is unfortunately
found only after the war between the
clans. Irontown wants to expand
without caring about the nature and
therefore makes the spirits mad. The
message is that people must find a
balance so that the others have the
same rights. It's weak because every
individuum can change something,
' = and every action,

4 even small, has

| consequences.




Princess Mononoke depicts a story full
of meaning (characters that aren’t just
good or bad, and a nature that needs to
be protected) that includes many
references to plenty of different
Japanese traditions and themes (gods,
powerful spirits) and incorporate real
historical elements (the Muromachi
period, the Emishis, the conflicts) that
make the movie expressive and original
in a drastically different way. All this
makes this movie very refreshing and
different from the western productions
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